PREFACE

The purpose, scope and plan of this book are explained in the
Introduction, but may be briefly summarised here. The purpose is to
explain the theory of the gyroscope and to describe its practical applica-
tions in a manner understandable by all with any interest in the subject.
The scope embraces all aspects that are not barred by security reasons
from a book written in wartime. The plan of the book is to expound
the general theory in Section I and to describe the marine applications
in Section II, and the aeronautical applications in Section III; the
Appendices following Section I give more elaborate explanations of
various points not strictly necessary to a general understanding but
useful and important to serious students. ^

In the preliminary discussion with the publishers of their suggestion
that I should undertake the general editing, it soon became apparent
that no one man could write the whole, and we have been fortunate in
getting together an able team whose collaboration has left nothing to
be desired. Each author, whose name is attached to the Section for
which he is responsible, is a specialist in his subject, as will be evident
to any careful reader.

Many acknowledgments are due to various outside helpers, without
whose assistance the book would have been impossible. Dr. H. Cousins,
who was associated with Brennan in his early work, read the MS., and
all sections of the book owe much to the unstinted assistance and loan
of illustrations by those other pioneers, the Sperry Gyroscope Co. Ltd.
Similarly thanks must be expressed to Messrs. S. G. Brown & Co. Ltd.,
of Acton ; Messrs. Brown Bros. Ltd., of Edinburgh ; to the Ministry
of Aircraft Production ; Ministry of Information ; The American Office
of War Information ; and H.M. Stationery Office. Appreciation should
also be expressed of the work of Mr. W. H. Johnson, who proposed
this book and has kept a steady hand on all concerned in its production.
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